Introduction

visited the family seat at Cranford as a guest on several
occasions. He formed also a lifelong friendship with the
earl's daughter. Lady Betty Germain.
Swift returned to London in April 1701, at a moment
of political ferment. In the February elections the Tories
had greatly strengthened their position, and, seizing upon
the unpopular Partition Treaty, they pressed for an im-
peachment of the Whig leaders, Lord Somers, the Earl of
JPortland, Lord Orford, and Lord Halifax. Thereupon
Swift, as a Whig, published his first political pamphlet,
A Discourse of the Contests and Dissensions between the
Nobles and Commons in Athens and Rome, recounting
classical parallels to the events of the hour. An outcome
of the studious days at Moor Park, it impressed contem-
porary readers as a work of 'much reading and great
sincerity',1 and it brought the author the friendship of
Whig statesmen.2 In the following years Swift passed
Backwards and forwards between England and Ireland,
frequenting society at the Castle in Dublin during the
Viceroyalties of the Duke of Ormonde and the Earl of
Pembroke, thus keeping in touch with notabilities and the
stir of events. He claimed, and with justification, that 'it
hath come in my way to converse with persons of the first
rank .. . more than is usual to men of my level'.3 When
he came to England in November 1707 he won recogni-
tion as. a writer. He was known to be the author of the
daring and original Tale of a Tub\ and during these years
(1707-9) his association with men of letters prompted
him to take the lead in the Partridge hoax. Those un-
surpassable verses about life below stairs, Mrs. Harris's
Petition, written several years earlier, came out in a pirated
publication, together with the revised version of Baucis
and Philemon. The charming lines To Mrs* Biddy Floyd
1  Viscount Weymouth to Robert Harley, 4 Nov. 1701, Portland MSS*
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